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rtQtm fv of Claims 

The follows listing of Cairns wUl replace all prior versions, and H» of claims inrhe 
subject application: 

,'. (cunentl, amended) An image processing apparatus ^^^^^ 
j ^ u aai u a , un, n inin g fl ^^ari ^ au , .upturning ■ V 

^ u.-. Mb y-l^ ^ u. lt l iH - W a«*4a« g »*«ae S »»» W »a»»a comprising: 

anoverlaydetector configured mparfo™ an overlay da.ac.ioo^da^ an ovariay of *a 

by the fira. and second jEBhis rendering instructions, respectively, and 

a memory storiug the firs, rendering dam contained in me firs, graphic rendering 

instruction, 

^^^taad ^ nnd pnp h ic rep dermg iMms fes ■ ^r-n, i,Hy PP^d. 
gaiaaJM „ „. n d„rin. instruct ^ . 1 W irat el y P^cedinr ™in — q graph* 
rendering jp fttruction. and 

wherein rha overlay derector specifies a portion of*, firs, origin,, image to be overlaid 
by the second origina, image upon detecring an overlay of dm first aud second original images, 
dale^aspecifiedportonartddmwsathirdoutptttimage.basadonmaorigina.imagea, in which 
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„ fi re t «r,'ni nn l imaee is deleted and stores the second rendering data 
the specified portion of the first original image ij. uci«=i 

into the memory. 

2. (original) The image processing apparatus as defined in Claim 1. wherein said graphic 
rendering instructions are configured to be a page description language and each of said graphic 
rendering instructions are configured to inc.ude a fundamental graphic description instruction 
which handles characters, graphics and images and a rendering artribute instruction handling 
colors, clipping area designations and rendering arithmetic methods. 

3. (original) The image processing apparatus as defined in Claim 1, wherein said graphic 
rendering instructions are configured to be converted into at least one of intermediate data 
represented by coordinate information and a PDL language. 

Claims 4-7 (canceled). 

8. (original) The image processing apparatus as defined in Claim 1 , whereinthe second 
output image is configured to be overwritten on uie third output image. 



9. (original) The image processing apparatus as claimed in Claim 8, wherein the first and 
secondoutput image are configured to be drawn with a rendering process based on at least one of 
a mono i 



chrome, an RGB video color rendering, and a CMYK paint color rendering. 



10. (currently amended) An image processing apparatus wfettfe ^ al iaUy pre cox 
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^ qp Mc x o ndori n c j^e^M ^^ du l u, an id c mpW r r«* **k »»»^ fi ™ 

hBBwdteri^ ^iuU -a " « 1 & mpWn r nnrl er i uj , in rtmo ti on, nniri . S.sV^^Wemg 

j-tw ud m i containi n s fir, Wen d o. i u £ dam repu* lug a fir * ori S i nnl im a^^ade^m 

-»ui 1— uau, said jnnnnrl cmph* feadwNS uUi.i.ii ininp ^nnd-fead.img dnto 

^y ^^ u d origin al i n^n ,.u .o nder a c nr i o utput i m^ c, . rid B ^ i m age 

h^uluiul.j ,1,1 .nnnn^rinnat^, said- ia i ^ u p t o oe 03 in S np p n r, m comprising: 

overlay detecting .near* for performing an overlay detection to detect an overlay of the 
first and second original images which are rendered based on the first and second rendering data 
by the first and second graphic rendering instructions, respectively; and 

a memory storing the first rendering data contained in the first graphic rendering 

instruction, 

said fiffl and second graEhjc Merino instructions are sequentially processed, 
-tA w Pra nhic re-^ T insmtcuon is innnt immediately preceding said second graphic 

rendering instmctioiL and 

wherein the overlay detecting means detects a portion of the first original image to be 
overlaid by the second original image upon detecting an overlay of the first and second original 
images, deletes a specified portion and draws a third output image, based on the first original 
imag c, in which the specified portion of the first original image is deleted and stores the second 
rendering data into the memory. 

U. (original) The image processing apparatus as defined in Claim 10, wherein said 
graphic rendering instructions are a page description language and each of said graphic rendering 
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functions include, a fundament., graphic description instruction which handles chanters, 
graphics and images and a rendering attribute instruction handling colors, dipping area 
designations and rendering arithmetic methods. 

,2. (original) The image processing apparatus as defined in Claim 10. wherein said 
coordinate information and a PDL language. 



Claims 13-16 (canceled). 

,7. (original) The image processing apparatus as defined in Claim 10. wherein the 
second output image is overwritten in the third output image. 

„. (original) The image processing apparatus as claimed in Claim 15. wherein thefirsl 
and second output image arc drawn with a rendering process based on a, leas, one ofa mono 
chrome, an RGB video color rendering, and a CMYK pain, color rendering. 

,9. (currently amended) An image processing method ^^m<^^ 
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mp.uj u .liin, ■ ■ r m n ri m -ip fcuil 1^ » * ** ■ ■ ***** * ™ tp i ,t 4mu b u , ^ oril j^age 
beia&evefte ^ a ^^ . aid imag e ,iu. r n.i n g m nt hod comprising the steps 

of: 

performing an overlay detection to detect an overlay of tfee first and second images which 
are rendered based on *e first and S econd rendering data by*, first and second gra^ 
rendering instructions, respectively; and 

storing the first rendering data contained in the first graphic rendering instruction, 
wherein said. ^ ,nd «H graphic renderino imtnirtinns are sequentially processed, 
mi1 . nH ^ ^ Induction i- inmn immedja^y p rrmtin r said second graphic 

mnder ina ins truction, and 

wherein the overlay detecting methods specifies a portion of the first original image to be 
overlaid by the second original image upon detecting an overlay of the first and second original 
hnages, deletes a specified portion and draws a third output image, based on the first original 
ima ge, in which the specified portion of the first original image is deleted and stores the second 
rendering data into the memory. 

20. (original) The image processing method as defined in Claim 1 9, wherein said 
graphic rendering instructions are a page description language and each of said graphic rendering 
instructions includes a fundamental graphic description instruction which handles characters, 
graphics and images and a rendering attribute instruction handling colors, clipping area 
designations and rendering arithmetic methods. 

21. (original) The image processing method as defined in Claim 19, wherein said 
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coordinate infonnation and a PDL language. 



Claims 22-25 (canceled). 

26. (original) The image processing method as defined in Claim 19, wherein the second 
output image is overwritten in the third output image. 

27. (original) The image processing method as claimed in Claim 24, wherein the first 
and second output image are drawn with a rendering process based on at least one of a mono 
chrome, an RGB video color rendering, and a CMYK paint color rendering. 

28. (currently amended) A printing apparatus ^vhieb-se^^ 
v********* ^ ^ "*» ^ W^u ^tiu,^ hurt mHne 
se6eB dH^^«^ 

^-mtinfi ci seea^igte ri im nm t n r o n dm- a .coo nd outpu t fau i fco. said origini-^ 4^ 
' bei»g overlaid by oaifl^eW^igi^^ge, ^^jag^arates comprising: 

overlay detecting means for performing an overlay detection to detect an overlay of*. 
fils tand S econd original images which are rendered based on the first and second rendering data 
by the First and second graphic rendering instructions, respectively, and 
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a memory storing the first rendering data contained in the first graphic rendering 
instruction, 

whgrejn sai d first ™n second g ra phic renderipg instructions are sequentially processed, 
^•..M first SfflEhi c renderine hndnmiion js inn.it immediately p r.redin r said second graphic 

rendering in struction, and 

wherein the overlay detecting means specifies a portion of the first original image to be 
overlaid by the second original image upon detecting an overlay of the first and second original 
images, deletes a specified portion and draws a third output image, based on the first original 
i m age, in which the specified portion of the first original image is deleted and stores the second 
rendering data into the memory. 

29. (original) THe printing apparatus as defined in Claim 28, wherein said graphic 
rendering instructions are a page description language and each of said graphic rendering 
instructions includes a fundamental graphic description instruction which handles characters, 
graphics and images and a rendering attribute instruction handling colors, clipping area 
designations and rendering arithmetic methods. * 

30. (original) The printing apparatus as defined in Claim 28, wherein said graphic 
rendering instructions are converted into at least one of intennediate data represented by 
coordinate information and a PDL language. 

Claims 31-34 (canceled). 
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35. (original) The priming apparatus as defined in Claim 28, wherein the second output 
image is overwritten in the third output image. 



36. (original) The printing apparatus as claimed in Claim 33, wherein the first and 
second output image are drawn with a rendering process based on at least one of amono chrome, 
an RGB video color rendering, and a CMYK paint color rendering. 

37. (currently amended) A host PC which sequentially processes graphic rendering 
tactions for imaged^ 

.^^^u u . u u ^ ^uldC.. ■ lui.i.Ti. rnnrlnrinMn.m^buing h^tim nied.i a ^^ 

w hteWeri^^Ho u eent a ^ uu Iniiii[j rlntn mp m no ntim , a seeend ori ginil 

original imago, said host PC comprising: 

over.ay detecting means for performing an overlay detection to detect an overlay of*, 
first mad second original image, which are rendered based on the first and second rendering data 
by the first and second graphic rendering instructions, respectively; and 

a memory storing the first rendering data contained in the first graphic rendering 

instruction, 

...^ <w »„H secgnd s nnnir mfitrtor insn-urtinn* are se^enriajly processed, 
a ^ fast grap hic rendgiing instruc t^ is input i mmediat el y p rrr.riin p said second graphic 
n>nrfp.rinp instruc tion, and 



PAGE 10/17 * RCVD AT 411912006 10:48:18 AM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/35 * DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID:+212 391 0631 * DURATION (mm-ss):04^)4 



Apr-19-06 10:49am From- +212-391-0631 T-656 P. 01 1/017 F-896 

vx Dkt. No. 2271/69885 

Hiroshi ISHIHARA, S.N, 10/625.11 1 

Page 10 

wherein the overlay detecting means specifies a portion of the first original ima fi e to be 
overlaid by the second original image upon detecting an overlay of the first and second ori e inal 
images, deletes a specified portion and draws a third output image, based on the first original 
image , in which the specified portion of the first origina! image is deleted and stores the second 
rendering data into the memory. 

38. (original) The host PC as defined in Claim 37, wherein said graphic rendering 
instructions are a page description language and each of said graphic rendering instructions 
includes a fundamental graphic description instruction which handles characters, graphics and 
images and a rendering attribute instruction handling colors, clipping area designations and 
rendering arithmetic methods. 

39. (original) The host PC as defined in Claim 37, wherein said graphic rendering 
instructions are convened into at least one of intermediate data represented by coordinate 
information and a PDL language. 

Claims 40-43 (canceled). 

44. (original) The host PC as defined in Claim 37, wherein the second output image is 
overwritten in the third output image. 

45. (original) The host PC as claimed in Claim 42, wherein the fust and second output 
im age are drawn with a rendering process based on at least one of a mono chrome, an RGB video 
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color rendering, and a CMYK paint color rendering. 

46. (currently amended) An image forming apparatus w^-^utially process 
s ^ hio ad o r i ng i ^Uon* F or image 6m*r^«f*^^ 

agd ^e end gr a p hic r ond«r4«r*»^^ ^udorine inrtrnrmn^^ 

Renting a l» - » rend e red .uipui inin L n, nnH fir- t o^4^ 

bei,^!**^*^^ eaid^age-fe^^ comprising: 

overlay detecting means for performing an overlay detection to detect an overlay of the 
fir* and second original images which are rendered based on the first and second rendering data 
by the first and second graphic rendering instructions, respectively; and 

a memory storing the first rendering data contained in the first graphic rendering 

instruction, 

„^ C aiH first and secgnd graphic ^> instruc tions W SJ ^ ^ L V***** ** 
^ said first graphic renti ng instroetjon is input immediately p irrrdln p said second graphic 

rPnHrtrin fl instruc tion, and 

wherein the overlay detecting means specifies a portion of the first original image to be 
overlaid by the second original image upon detecting an overlay of the first and second original 
ima ges, deletes a specified portion and draws a third output image, based on the first original 
im age, in which the specified portion of the first original image is deleted and stores the second 
rendering data into the memory. 
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47. (original) Theimagefoimmgappamt^^ 
rendering instructions are a page description language and each of said graphic rendering 
instructions includes a fundamental graphic description instruction which handles characters, 
graphics and images and a rendering attribute instruction handling colors, clipping area 
designations and rendering arithmetic methods. 

48. (original) The image forming apparatus as defmedin Claim 46, wherein said graphic 
rendering instructions are converted into at least one of intermediate data represented by 
coordinate information and a PDL language. 

Claims 49-52 (canceled). 

53. (original) The image forming apparatus as defined in Claim 46, wherein the second 
output image is overwritten in the third output image. 

54. (original) The ima 8 e forming apparatus as claimed in Claim S ^herein to first and 
second output image drawn with a rendering process based on at least one of a mono chrome, an 
RGB video color rendering, and a CMYK paint color rendering. 

55. (new) The image forming apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said portion of the first 
ginal image overlaid by the second original image is not rendered. 



on; 
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